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In interviews with Mexican newspaper EXCELSIOR (08/12/87), Contadora nation diplomats
affirmed that the superpowers must not waste the opportunity provided by the Guatemala peace
plan for Central America, and should permit the region to free itself from the "inacceptable quality
of being hostages to the East-West confrontation." The diplomats, who requested anonymity, said
that "interested parties" in Central America would commit an "historical error of great proportions"
if they persist in maintaining hegemonic interests in the region. At the moment, they said, there are
no clear indications that these "parties" will leave Central America free from "a sterile confrontation
that has only exacerbated the crisis" in the region. For these diplomats, President Reagan's position
seems "abundantly clear" in the sense of "maintaining a line apparently congruent with the Central
American political process, but only [for the purpose of] convincing the Congress that the only
possible solution is the continuity of what they call military pressure on the Sandinistas."
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